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House of Representatives

HB 2631

eligibility determinations; AHCCCS.

Sponsor: Representatives Pratt (with permission of Committee on Rules)

	DP
	Committee on Commerce

	X
	Caucus and COW

	
	House Engrossed
	


HB 2631 changes the frequency of required eligibility redeterminations for certain members of the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) from six months to one year.

History

The AHCCCS administers programs related to the provision of health care services to persons who meet eligibility requirements dependent on the program applied for. Criteria for eligibility include, among other factors: household income, age, residency status, whether a woman is pregnant, and whether a person is disabled. Some eligibility groups are mandated by federal law, while others were approved by the voters via ballot initiative. The AHCCCS administers acute-care and long-term care programs, as well as supplemental assistance for Medicare beneficiaries.
Prior to the passage of Laws 2008 Chapter 288, Arizona Revised Statutes § 36-2901.03 established that eligibility redeterminations for the AHCCCS shall occur on an annual basis. The exception to that rule was for adults who were at least twenty-one years old and were recipients of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Cash Assistance Program (TANF). Statute called for their AHCCCS eligibility redetermination to be conducted every six months simultaneously with their TANF eligibility redetermination. Laws 2008 Chapter 288 § 3 required the AHCCCS to also redetermine the eligibility of certain other adult members every six months. 

Provisions

· Removes the requirement that the AHCCCS determine the continued eligibility of any adult without dependent children every six months if that adult is all of the following:

· At least twenty-one years of age.

· Eligible pursuant to Proposition 204 of 2000.

· Not otherwise eligible as a mandatory or optionally eligible member pursuant to federal law.

· Includes an emergency clause.

· Makes technical and conforming changes.

House of Representatives

HB 2632

unemployment insurance; benefits

Sponsor: Representative Jones (with permission of Committee on Rules)
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HB 2632 establishes additional methodologies to trigger extensions of unemployment benefits. It also includes a sunset provision and a requirement that the Governor suspend the extended benefits under certain conditions.

History

Arizona Revised Statute § 23-780 entitles eligible individuals to twenty-six weeks of unemployment benefits. Last year, the federal government enacted the Emergency Unemployment Compensation (EUC) program which provided up to thirty-three additional weeks of unemployment benefits that were 100% federally funded and required no legislative action by the states. In February of this year, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was signed into law and made temporary changes to the Extended Benefits (EB) program. Historically, the EB program has provided for an extension of the time eligible persons may collect unemployment benefits with a 50/50 split of the costs between the state and federal government. ARRA modified the EB program to allow for its funding to be temporarily covered entirely by the federal government for states that make certain statutory changes and meet certain triggers. For states that make the requisite changes and meet the triggers, the EB program will extend unemployment benefits for an additional thirteen to twenty weeks.

Provisions

· Stipulates that an “on indicator” for EB is triggered when the average rate of total unemployment for the period consisting of the most recent three months equals or exceeds 6.5%, and 110% of the average for those three month periods in either or both of the preceding two calendar years.

· Limits the application of the aforementioned methodology from January 31st - December 12th, 2009 or until federal sharing expires, whichever is later.

· Requires the Governor to suspend payment of EB to the extent necessary to ensure that eligible individuals are not denied EUC benefits, and that Arizona receives the maximum reimbursement from the federal government for the payment of emergency benefits.

· Changes the methodology for the amount of benefits available during an EB period that is considered a high unemployment period.

· Defines high unemployment period as any period during which an extended benefit period applies if the unemployment rate pursuant to the aforementioned methodology is 8% instead of 6.5%.

· Includes an emergency clause.

· Makes technical and conforming changes.

Amendments

Commerce:

· Makes technical changes.
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